into battle
some powerful nation f The first step certainly which such an
enemy might take would be to offer complete immunity of every
kind to Southern Ireland if she would remain neutral What
answer will Mr. de Valera or his successors—the world does not
end with the life of any man—what answer will Mr. de Valera give ?
He may say, of course, " I will stand by your side." That is what
we all hope. But he may also say, " I will be neutral" There is
a third course, and this is one to which I want to draw the attention
of the House. He might say, " Restore the integrity of our country,
give me the whole of Ireland, and then I will throw in my lot with
you, and make common cause with you." That is a serious con-
tingency ahead in the future. We can see it, because there it is,
and it may be that is what he meant when he said that this Agree-
ment would ultimately further the ending of Partition*
The Ministers of the Crown have established pleasant relations
with Mr. de Valera. I understand that his view—a characteristically
Irish view—is that the only way to unite the two islands is to
dissolve every possible connection between them. Ministers have
certainly formed the impression, and, after all, they have had the
advantage of close contact with him, that if they trust him he
will see them through. But he has made no promise of this kind ;
he has given no guarantees, and every act of his life points in the
contrary direction. Under this Agreement, it seems to me more
than probable—at any rate it is a contingency which we cannot
exclude—that Mr. de Valera's Government will at some supreme
moment of emergency demand the surrender of Ulster as an
alternative to declaring neutrality. He has made no promises,
and even if he had I do not think we should have conceded our
rights without some protection.
You may say that he is a man of his word. You could certainly
say that of Mr. Michael Collins, who died for it. You could say
it of Mr. Kevin O'Higgins, who died for his word, and of Mr, Arthur
Griffiths. ^ I do not know whether h& died in consequence of the
Treaty, but he died because of his exertions to carry out what he
had-promised. And then there is Mr. Cosgrave and his colleagues.
They have lost all their power in their own country in an effort
to make good their undertakings to Great Britain, and they are now
utterly stultified by the fact that we have abandoned every point
which they regarded themselves as in honour bound to maintain un-
less we reles&ed them. That was the time, if you were going to
make these concessions. If they were possible and agreeable to our
safety, then we had the men who had actually signed the Treaty,
and who were out vehemently towstaia the Treaty. This would
8

